The MassHealth Defense Group

30 Winter St., 9th Floor

Boston, MA


Our Mission Statement

The MassHealth Defense Group believes that MassHealth is the cornerstone for health coverage for vulnerable populations.  All beneficiaries, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, language, disability or income have a right to comprehensive health care.  We support building on current revenue sources and seeking additional state and federal revenues in order to adequately fund and provide MassHealth services and related programs.

Tuesday, June 15, 2004
10:45 am – 12:00 noon
Agenda

I. Introductions

Agenda and packet review

II. State House Update – 
A. Budget Conference report:  .  .  . 
B. Key MassHealth access priorities:
i. full funding for MassHealth Essential, to allow the program to enroll all of the 36,000 unemployed who will need care next year;

ii. full funding for CMSP, to eliminate the 15,000+ kids on the waiting list, and for the Healthy Start program of prenatal care;

iii. preventing the elimination of coverage for 3000 elderly and disabled legal  immigrants.

C. Next steps: lobby Governor against vetoes; prepare for veto overrides. Legislature to adjourn by mid-July. (Also – thank legislators for their support)
D. Gov. filed supplemental budget spending $457 million in ’04 surplus, including $8 million for grants to improve dental care for MassHealth.
III. MassHealth Update 
A. MassHealth Essential enrollment at around 24,000; growth is 2000/month
B. CMS informed state that no federal reimbursements allowed for coverage provided to same-sex couples on the basis of marriage under state law. No state policy yet on coverage at state cost
C. New premium exemption due to hardship form; of 507 submitted as of 2 weeks ago, 165 approved, 291 denied, and 51 pending.
D. Roughly 1000 members dropped coverage due to new premiums, it appears.

IV. Children’s Health Access Campaign Update

V. Announcements

Check out (the new) www.hcfama.org or www.masslegalservices.org for more detailed information.

Next Meeting – June 29, 10:45am – 12:00 noon
