MassHealth Defense Group

30 Winter St., 9th Floor Boston, MA

www.hcfama.org/masshealth


Our Mission Statement

The MassHealth Defense Group believes that MassHealth is the cornerstone for health coverage for vulnerable populations.  All beneficiaries, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, language, disability or income have a right to comprehensive health care.  We support building on current revenue sources and seeking additional state and federal revenues in order to adequately fund and provide MassHealth services and related programs.

Tuesday, September 21, 2004
10:45 am – 12:00 noon
Agenda

I. Introductions

II. State House Update – 
A. Revenue for August up 9.4% over August 2003. Total revenue for first 2 months of FY05 is $88 million above benchmark
B. Supplemental Budget – actions by Governor
i. Immigrant coverage – returned with amendment: “Any alien aged 19 or over shall not receive benefits under this section unless the alien has or had a sponsor, as defined in Federal law, and the sponsor is deceased or unable to provide the alien with financial support as determined by EOHHS.”
ii. Pool: “Critical Access Services” regulations delay vetoed. Possible January implementation
iii. $15 million for providers receiving insufficient MassHealth reimbursement vetoed

iv. “Consumer Decision Support Data Repository” comparing cost and quality of health care services study approved

III. MassHealth Update

A. Beth Waldman, Director, Office of Medicaid, Executive Office of Health and Human Service

B. Current MassHealth issues
i. MassHealth Essential – cap may be reached soon – very soon
ii. Managed Care RFI – all disabled in primary care clinician plan, all families in managed care

iii. Waiver renewal

iv. HIV restoration to 200% fpl: federal approval still pending, eligible people should apply anyway

v. “virtual gateway” and combined Pool/MassHealth application 

vi. Outreach and enrollment assistance

IV. Children’s Health Access Campaign Update

V. Announcements -Prescription Advantage open enrollment

Check out www.hcfama.org or www.masslegalservices.org for more detailed information.

Next Meeting – October 5, 10:45 am – 12:00 noon 
