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GOVERNOR’S BUDGET VETOES CUT HEALTH CARE  
FOR SENIORS AND DISABLED 
Others Vetoes Thwart Commonsense Reforms  

 
(BOSTON, MA) –   Governor Mitt Romney’s budget vetoes for the fiscal year 2005 state budget, announced 
today, will eliminate health insurance for 3,000 senior and disabled legal immigrants who just had their 
coverage restored on June 1st.  Other vetoes cut funding for smoking cessation and suicide prevention and 
eliminate provisions to reform the state’s Medicaid program.  Health Care For All calls on the Massachusetts 
Legislature to override these harmful vetoes. 
 
“Governor Romney’s vetoes victimize 3,000 vulnerable senior and disabled immigrants residing legally in this 
country,” said John E. McDonough, Executive Director of Health Care For All.  “His other vetoes block much 
needed, commonsense reforms to make the MassHealth program more accountable to the Commonwealth’s 
taxpayers.”   
 
Last year, the Legislature overrode Governor Romney’s veto to restore health coverage for 3,000 elderly and 
disabled legal immigrants.  That coverage began on June 1, 2004 and will end on September 30th if the 
Governor’s veto stands.  “By vetoing primary care for this vulnerable population, the Governor consigns them to 
overcrowded and expensive emergency rooms, hurting health care providers to boot,” said McDonough.  “Those 
costs hit hospitals directly and every health care consumer indirectly.”   
 
Other short sighted vetoes include: 

• Section 304 would have required the state to report on employers with 50 or more workers using 
public insurance programs such as MassHealth or the Uncompensated Care Pool.  

• Section 161 would have required Commonwealth to hold a public hearing before eliminating 
coverage or benefits in the MassHealth program. 

• Section 241 would have repealed the authorization to cap enrollment in MassHealth programs for 
the disabled, those with HIV, and working adults. 

• Section 326 would have required a study of the costs and benefits of imposing an asset test on 
disabled adults in the Commonhealth Program.  

 
Health Care For All praised Governor Romney for not vetoing:  

• Full funding for the Children’s Medical Security Plan to eliminate a waiting list of 14,947 children,   
• Full funding for the Healthy Start program for uninsured pregnant women 
• Full funding for the Prescription Advantage program 

 
“Governor Romney’s January budget plan included inadequate funding for all three of these programs,” noted 
McDonough.  “We appreciate his willingness to approve these vital funding increases.” 
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