TIPS ON OUTREACH

The national Covering Kids and Families “Back to School” Campaign is a statewide effort to alert low-income families to the importance and availability of low cost and free health coverage. We are asking all schools in Massachusetts to display these posters during the week of Sept 13, a week of statewide outreach efforts. Outreach may be as simple as displaying posters in your schools or as involved as inviting community health center representatives to parent night events.  We understand that you are extremely busy, but every little bit counts!  Here are some ideas and tips on how to reach as many families as possible.

· Posters are most effective in areas frequented by parents, such as a school office, parent resource center, near a child’s artwork displays, or areas where children participate in sports activities.

· If you have parents’ nights or meetings going on, consider having posters or flyers available at these events. 

· Posters may also be relevant in areas frequented by school administrators and staff, who may know of people in need or who may themselves qualify.

· Send home this template letter to all parents.  This is a great way to spread the word not just to families in the school but also as a way to spread the word around the community (i.e., family A will share the information with family C who has a kid in a private school).  If it seems impractical to send a letter home to every parent, consider sending a letter or flyer home with children who visit the school nurse.

· Families who are eligible for Free and Reduced Cost School Meals are often eligible for public health coverage, consider photocopying this letter and sending it in a mailing or notice which would target these families. 

· If you have not done so already, make a connection with your local Community Health Center or Hospital, and invite them to attend a parents meeting or event, or find out more about how you could work together to reach families.

