Children Who Don’t Qualify for MassHealth May Obtain Coverage Through the Children’s Medical Security Plan (CMSP)

This sheet is designed to provide an overview of these programs. For official information, please visit the Executive Office of Health And Human Services website at:

http://www.cmspkids.com/
What It Is…

In 1996 Massachusetts created the Children’s Medical Security Plan (CMSP) in order to make health insurance available to every child in the state.  CMSP is a health plan for children under 19 who do not qualify for MassHealth and who do not have any other type of health coverage.  Unlike MassHealth, there are no income requirements and children need only be residents of Massachusetts. 

Please note, until recently CMSP maintained a long waiting list for coverage.  However, due to funding provided in the FY05 state budget, the program is now taking new applications and is in the process of moving formerly waitlisted children into coverage. It is particularly important that we get the word out to families that this program is available once again. 
What It Covers…

Families applying for CMSP use the MassHealth application and are screened first for eligibility into one of the MassHealth programs.  CMSP services are limited to primary, preventive care and up to $750.00 for dental coverage; emergency and hospital care are not covered. In addition to co-payments for some services, families pay a monthly premium based on their household income (below). 

	Monthly Premium Amounts (as of February 1, 2004)



	Federal Poverty Level
	Income Level 

(family of four)
	Premium Amount 


	Maximum Premium Amount Per Family

	150 - 200%
	$28,284 - $,37,704
	$10.50 per child
	$31.50

	201 – 400%
	$37,705 - $75,408
	  $45.32 per family
	$45.32

	Over 400% 


	Over  $75,408
	$52.50 per child
	None


