Holding Our Elected Officials Accountable

Building strong grassroots campaigns
Coalition for Social Justice/Coalition Against Poverty

To win on our issues, legislators need to prioritize our bills, letting the powers-that-be know that they are at the top of their agenda.  For this to occur, they need to know that voters feel strongly about these issues and will give or withhold support depending on what they do on these issues.  We will achieve this goal in several ways.  

 We organize our volunteers to circulate petitions or postcards among their co-workers, family, friends and neighbors and ask organizations to circulate them within their memberships.    

 We organize legislative call-ins.  We organize people to call by:  (a) going door-to-door in our public housing developments and getting people to call from their homes, (b) sending out Action Alerts to volunteers and following up with phone calls, (c) cold-calling random voters and getting them to call their legislators, (d) recruiting coalition partners to organize their members.   

 We organize in-district legislative meetings with each of our local legislators.  These include representation from varied elements in our coalition, including low-income leaders, senior citizens, unionists, religious activists and concerned constituents.  

 We hold large public accountability events.  We combine high turn-out, personal testimony, and spirited involvement from the crowd to influence legislators who attend.

 We engage in an active public education campaign to create a political climate that favors taking positive action on our issues.  This includes:  (a) getting stories in the local newspapers based on our events, (b) appearing as guests on local talk radio and Cable TV shows, (c) organizing letters to the editor.

For more information, contact us Debbie (508-982-3108) or Brandyn (508-982-2247)

