Joint Coalition on Health of Northern Worcester County 
Wins $2,000,000 Grant for Mental Health
The Joint Coalition on Health of Northern Worcester County (Fitchburg, Gardner, et al) has been awarded a three-year federal Healthy Communities Access Program (HCAP) grant of almost $2,000,000 to improve access for uninsured patients needing mental health and substance abuse treatment and services. The application was made in collaboration with the Community Health Connections Family Health Center (CHC) in Fitchburg. The Steering Committee of the Joint Coalition will act as the governing board of the grant.
“I am thrilled to see that our region will have the chance to try some innovative strategies to improve access for mental health and substance abuse patients,” said Lorie Martiska, co-facilitator of the Joint Coalition. “These areas are our highest priorities for the coming year, as a result of information we gained in the community health needs assessment we completed last fall.  To have the resources to really help this population is very exciting,” added Martiska, who is the vice president of Community Relations/Development at Heywood Hospital.
The grant will provide funding for:
· Creation of a mental health program at the CHC
· Expansion of the GHAP sliding fee program (beyond dental and medical providers) to include mental health clinicians for uninsured people
· Provision of case management services for those agencies or practitioners providing mental health care/substance abuse services to the uninsured
· Provision of outreach workers in various sites in the communities to connect uninsured residents with mental health/substance abuse services and to help them qualify for MassHealth, Free Care or other coverage options
· Purchase of Real Benefits, a revolutionary new web-based tool to enroll eligible individuals and families in a host of federal and state public benefit programs such as MassHealth and Food Stamps
· Provision of education and training to support culturally competent care and the recruitment of culturally diverse providers
· Fostering of partnerships between mental health clinicians and primary care physicians
 “Access to mental health and substance abuse services, especially for the uninsured, has been an ongoing problem in this area,’ said Kathleen McDermott, Executive Director of the Montachusett Opportunity Council and co-facilitator of the Joint Coalition. “The HCAP grant will provide the resources needed to build an infrastructure to improve access and coordinate care. The expansion of mental health services at the CHC Family Health Center will also help address this need. The Joint Coalition on Health is pleased to be involved in this exciting project.”
The Joint Coalition is made up of agencies, organizations, and individuals in the northern Worcester county area who are working together to improve the quality of life and health status of everyone in the region. Partners include the CHC Family Health Center, Heywood Hospital, the Montachusett Opportunity Council, the Luk Crisis Center, Lipton Center/Community Health Link, North Central Human Services, the Spanish American Center in Leominster, the Gardner Visiting Nursing Association, and UMass Memorial/HealthAlliance Hospital.
