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Dear Superintendent,

Welcome to the Covering Kids and Families
 2004 “Back-to-School” Campaign, a statewide effort to alert families to the importance and availability of low cost and free health coverage through MassHealth and the Children’s Medical Security Plan. This kit was assembled by Health Care For All, with support from MassHealth Operations (Office of Medicaid) within the Executive Office of Health and Human Services.
We have enclosed poster packets for each of the schools in your district.  Each packet contains two posters in English and one poster in Spanish.  We are requesting that every school in your district display the enclosed posters for the week of September 13, 2004, which will be a statewide week of outreach efforts.  These posters include three different ways parents can learn more about and/or apply for public health coverage.  The 1-877-KIDS NOW phone number will connect parents directly to the MassHealth Customer Service Center.  The Mass League of Community Health Centers can help families locate the community health center nearest to them where hands-on application assistance may be provided.  Finally, the Massachusetts Hospital Association website provides a directory for local hospitals where assistance may also be obtained.  These posters may be displayed year round. 

If you are already working in collaboration with other community organizations about MassHealth outreach, we hope these posters will supplement your existing efforts, and please feel free to localize the materials. 

Why should schools participate?

· Studies have shown that students who have health coverage are better prepared to learn in the classroom.

· Families unable to afford health coverage may be unable to obtain an annual physical exam due to cost.  Many of these families may not allow their children to participate in physical activities or participate in organized sports for fear of an injury they cannot afford to treat.
· Lack of health coverage may be a source of stress for parents, and can place unnecessary strain on the family budget, meaning less money for other important items like books and food. 

· Children without health coverage may come to school sick because they often have not obtained the treatment they need.  By coming to school sick or with other untreated (over) health problems children may distract the entire classroom as well as spread the illness to other children and school staff.

· Schools are trusted institutions within their communities and are often the first place parents go to find needed resources for their children, their family, and themselves.  Thus information coming from schools may have a more powerful impact than other types of outreach.

· School administrators and staff may also have friends or family members in need of health care and/or who may qualify for public programs.  

In Massachusetts, there are over 77,000 children without health coverage, and we are asking for your help reaching those children and families who may qualify for public health coverage programs.  Helping to reach families can be as easy as placing a poster in a well-traveled location within the building, or as involved as sending home letters to parents.  The “Back to School” Campaign is designed to be easy and user-friendly to participate in.  Enclosed you will also find posters, and additional materials and tips to facilitate your participation in the Campaign.  You will also find an order form through which you may request additional free outreach materials such as bookmarks and flyers.  
Thank you for all your efforts to help connect families to needed health care resources.   If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact me at Health Care For All, at (617) 275-2937 or ellwood@hcfama.org.

Best,

Malinda Ellwood

Child Health Outreach Coordinator

Health Care For All







� Covering Kids and Families is a national initiative to increase enrollment of children and adults in public health coverage programs.  It is sponsored by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  Some of the materials in this kit have been adapted from Covering Kids and Families. To learn more, visit: � HYPERLINK "http://coveringkidsandfamilies.org/" ��http://coveringkidsandfamilies.org/�. 
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