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Dear Superintendent,                      

With the beginning of the new school year approaching, and with support from the Department of Education, the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, the Massachusetts Federation of Teachers, and the Massachusetts Teachers Association, Health Care For All would like to invite your school district to join the national Covering Kids and Families’ 2004 “Back-to-School” Campaign, a statewide effort to alert low-income families to the importance and availability of low cost and free health coverage through MassHealth and the Children’s Medical Security Plan.  
As you may be aware, health coverage is a crucial part of a child’s success at school.  For example, uninsured children are less likely to receive proper medical care for sore throats, earaches, and asthma, common childhood illnesses that are often the cause of school absences.
  Lack of health coverage can also add stress to the lives of concerned parents. 
Today in Massachusetts there are over 77,000 children in Massachusetts without health insurance. Many of these children are eligible (along with family members) for health coverage through the state but do not realize they qualify. In addition, as private health insurance costs rise, many working families in Massachusetts may also be eligible for premium assistance programs.  
In early August, Covering Kids and Families in partnership with Health Care For All, will send you free “Back to School” posters.  These posters will display phone numbers for families to call who are interested in learning more about available health coverage options and/or applying for state health coverage programs.  We are requesting that every school in your district display these posters for the week of September 13, 2004, which will be a statewide week of outreach efforts.  When you receive these posters, additional information and ways to participate will be included in the package.  If you are already working in collaboration with other community organizations about MassHealth outreach, we hope these posters will supplement your existing efforts.
Thank you very much for all your assistance.  By helping to alert children and families in your school district to the availability of needed health care programs, you are increasing the chances of a child to succeed at school.  Please contact Malinda Ellwood at Health Care For All with any questions, concerns or comments.  She may be reached at 617-275-2937. 
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         Catherine A. Boudreau
Executive Director




         President

Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents       Massachusetts Teacher Association
David P. Driscoll 
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� � American College of Physicians – American Society of Internal Medicine (2000). “No Health Insurance? It’s Enough to Make You Sick!” � HYPERLINK "http://www.acponline.org/uninsured/lack-fore.htm" ��www.acponline.org/uninsured/lack-fore.htm�.
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