Mental Health/Substance Abuse Action Team

Moves Into 3rd Year in Lynn

After two years of work, the Lynn Health Task Force's Mental Health/Substance Abuse Action Team has identified major gaps in services, forged close working relationships with staff and consumers of area providers and agencies, and articulated visions for how consumers can have ownership of the systems that serve them.

The task force has also focused on services for teens and young adults. This summer, working with teens, Girls Inc., and the Lynn Youth neighborhood Coalition, they organized a program about prevention of teen substance use and abuse that was attended by about 80 teens, providers, and youth workers. There were presentations by teens and providers about programs available in Lynn, as well as talks by two people in different stages of recovery who talked about their experiences. The Task Force is also working with a group of young people who go into the schools to talk with their peers about substance abuse.
A new issue for the Action Team is what happens to young adults who age out of the mental health/substance abuse services system. Supported by funding from Girls Inc., the Task Force has reached out to the Children's Law Center and other agencies to explore ways to serve this group, members of which often become homeless when they are too old for youth services.

Members of the Lynn Health Task Force will be at the Joint Coalitions meeting on October 8 to report further on the work of Mental Health/Substance Abuse Action Team.

