MassHealth:  A Health Coverage Program for Low to Moderate Income Children and Adults

This sheet is designed to provide an overview of these programs. For official information, please visit the Executive Office of Health And Human Services website at:
http://www.mass.gov/portal/index.jsp?pageID=eohhs2subtopic&L=4&L0=Home&L1=Government&L2=Departments+and+Divisions&L3=MassHealth&sid=Eeohhs2
What It Is…   

MassHealth
, is the Medicaid program in Massachusetts. MassHealth is overseen by the Office of Medicaid within the Executive Office of Health and Human Services. Through several different programs, MassHealth offers a broad range of health care services for children and adults.  There are also specific programs for working families.  MassHealth offers health care benefits directly or by paying part or all of a family or individual’s health insurance premiums.
Who It Covers…

MassHealth provides health care coverage for some low- and moderate-income Massachusetts residents.  These include:


( Children under age 19


( Parents of children under age 19


( Pregnant women


( Disabled children and adults


( Long-term unemployed adults


( Children and adults who are HIV positive

( Please note that individuals 65 and older may be eligible if they are parents or  caretaker relatives of children under age 19, or are disabled and working more than 40 hours per month.

( People over 65 may apply for MassHealth benefits through the MassHealth Enrollment Center in their area.

What It Covers…

MassHealth is made up of several different coverage types (listed on the reverse).  Eligibility for most MassHealth programs is based on family size, income, and immigration status.  Individuals and families applying for MassHealth use only one application; they are screened for all programs and enrolled into the program that gives them the maximum level of benefits for their eligibility.
MassHealth Coverage Types include:

MassHealth Standard: For low-income children, pregnant women, families with children and people with disabilities.  Full benefits include: hospital care, doctor visits, dental services (limited for adults), lab services, OB/GYN, well-child visits, home health services, physical and occupational therapy, personal care assistants, prescription drugs and mental health/substance abuse services. 

MassHealth Prenatal: For pregnant women waiting to receive MassHealth Standard.  Immediate outpatient prenatal care, including up to 60 days of routine prenatal office visits and diagnostic tests. 

MassHealth CommonHealth: For low- and medium-income families with disabilities whose incomes are too high to qualify for MassHealth Standard.  CommonHealth offers coverage for disabled children and adults.  It may also cover working disabled adults.  Benefits similar to MassHealth Standard. 

MassHealth Basic: For low-income long-term unemployed adults who have no other health insurance and are not eligible for MassHealth Standard or MassHealth CommonHealth, and who are receiving Emergency Aid to Elders, Disabled, and Children (EAEDC) or who are  receiving services at the Department of Mental Health (DMH), or are on a waiting list to receive DMH services.   Similar, but not quite as many benefits as MassHealth Standard. 

MassHealth Essential: For low-income long-term unemployed adults who are not eligible for MassHealth Standard, MassHealth CommonHealth or MassHealth Basic.  Somewhat more limited than MassHealth Basic.  

MassHealth Buy-In: For low-income long-term unemployed adults who have or can get other health insurance and are not eligible for MassHealth Standard or MassHealth CommonHealth.  Pays all or part of health insurance premiums. 
MassHealth Limited: For people who do not meet federal immigration rules and are low-income children, pregnant women, families with children or people with disabilities. Emergency services only 
MassHealth Family Assistance Premium Assistance: For low- to moderate-income families with access to an employer’s health plan. Family must enroll in the employer’s plan, but receives reimbursement for a large portion of their premiums.  

MassHealth Family Assistance Purchase of Medical Benefits: For low- and moderate-income children in families who do not have access to an employer’s health plan. Family pays $12 per child per month premium (with a family maximum of $36 per month). Children receive benefits similar to MassHealth Standard. 
Insurance Partnership:  For low- and moderate-income individuals and families who are either self-employed or who are working for a business with less than 50 employees.  This plan helps companies buy insurance for their employees at a reduced rate.  Companies must first join a Small Business Association and be deemed a ‘qualified employer’ by the Division.  Eligible and enrolled employees then get assistance with their premiums through MassHealth Premium Assistance.
� MassHealth also incorporates the federal State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).





