Children’s Health Access Coalition
Minutes from the November 2, 2004 Meeting
9:30-10:30am
I.  Welcome and Introductions:  
The meeting was facilitated by Allison Staton, acting director of Children’s Division, Health Care for All.   
Meeting handouts included:  Agenda, Issues Chart, Draft Minutes from October 5th meeting, Minutes from October 19th meeting, and flyer for “Navigating the Mental Health System for Children” seminar.  
II.  Updates and Announcements:
CMSP September Report (as of 9/30/04): 
Current enrollment:
31,001 cases





21,296 families


New cases:  


1,612

Closed cases: 

3,346

Transferred out: 

776

Health Disparities Meeting:  Dan Delaney, Minority Health Policy, HCFA announced a “listening session” to be held on Friday, November 5th for HCFA’s ’06 Campaign and the newly convened Special Commission to Eliminate Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities.  

Joint Committee for Children’s Health Care in Everett (JCCHCE):  JCCHCE hosted its annual fundraiser on Oct. 29, which was a success, and announced the first three recipients of the annual “Robert Restuccia, Champions for Our Children’s Health Award.”  
III.  Issues Discussion:  

Allison recapped the minutes from the October Issues Forum and introduced the Issues Chart, which summarized the legislative and budget issues brought up in these forums.  Included in the chart was “health literacy,” an issue not brought up at the forums due to time constraints.  Malinda Ellwood provided an overview of health literacy, which is a person’s ability to understand information that can have an adverse effect on their health.  

Stephen Shestakofsky encouraged that the issue discussion not forget the ongoing issues that CHAC has historically advocated.  Discussion among meeting participants produced the following list:

· Funding for Children’s Medical Security Plan (CMSP), Health Start and Kids on MassHealth.  

· Addressing barriers, including co-pays and premiums. 

· Redefining premium structure for incomes that fall between 200-400% of the federal poverty level.  

Discussion then turned to the issues brought forward by the Issues Chart.  Allison instructed that in considering potential issues, it was critical to consider the role CHAC would play in advocating.  The following outlines the role categories:
· “Priority issues” were identified as both ongoing and new issues that require CHAC’s leadership.  CHAC will take the lead in drafting legislation, obtaining legislative sponsorship, and monitoring their implementation in the FY ’05 budget.  CHAC member organizations will be asked to write support letters and help with turn-out at hearings, potential press events, etc.

· "Strong Support Issues" are identified as issues that need representation from groups concerned with children. CHAC member organizations will be asked to write support letters and help with turn-out at hearings, etc.
· "Support Issues" are identified as issues important to CHAC where existing efforts can be supported, but no immediate action from CHAC is necessary. 
From discussions and voting on both ongoing and proposed issues, the following legislative and budget list was developed:  

Priority:

· Addressing barriers to access, including co-pays and premiums. 
· Redefine premium structure for incomes that fall between 200-400% of the federal poverty level. 
· Extend MassHealth benefits through age 21. 
· Expand CHAC's membership to include representation of racial and ethnic minorities. 
· In addition to the above issues, CHAC will also be monitoring the following issues in the upcoming budget: Children's Medical Security Plan (CMSP), Healthy Start and children under MassHealth.
Strong Support:

· Representation of children's needs on Special Commission to Eliminate Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities.

Support:

· Reimbursement for the provision of collateral services/coordinated care for children receiving mental health care. 
· Expand definition of "medical necessity" to include mental health. 
· Restore CMSP benefits cut by then Governor Swift. 
· Extend MassHealth coverage through age 21 for youth aging out of state custody. 
· Become a member of the Oral Health Advocacy Task Force. 
Upcoming CHAC Meetings
All meetings are on Tuesdays from 9:30-10:30 at 30 Winter Street, 9th Floor unless otherwise noted.
November 30th

December 14th

December 28th
Meeting Participants and Affiliation: 

Stacey Keane, Children’s Hospital Boston

Stacey Auger, Health Care For All (HCFA)

Lisa Mannix, Children’s Hospital Boston
Dayanne Leal, HCFA

Gerry Thomas, Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC)

Triniese Polk, BPHC
Stephen Shestakofsky, Massachusetts Medical Society
Mandi Janis, HCFA

Malinda Ellwood, HCFA

Jennifer Chow, HCFA
Emily Shumsky, MA Human Services Coalition (MHSC)
Karla Romero, BPHC
Alexy Arauz, Commonwealth Fund Minority Health Policy Fellowship

Dan Delaney, HCFA

Grace Moreno, HCFA

Fawn Phelps, HCFA

Glenn Crenshaw, The Joint Committee for Children’s Health Care in Everett

Cathleen Haggerty, MA Chapter, American Association of Pediatrics
