Children’s Health Access Coalition
Minutes from the October 19, 2004 Meeting
9:00-10:30am
I.  Welcome and Introductions:  
The meeting was facilitated by Allison Staton, acting director of Children’s Division, Health Care for All.   Introductions were made of presenters and participants.
Meeting handouts included:  Agenda, Summary of CHAC Legislator Survey, Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (MSPCC) Next Major Policy Paper:  Teenagers at Risk of “Aging Out” of State Custody, Oral Health Advocacy Task Force (OHAT) membership sign-up, OHAT’s factsheet on “The Importance of Oral Health,” and OHAT’s Proposed Policy Priorities. 
II.  Updates and Announcements:
CMSP #s - Updated enrollment statistics are expected later this week and an update will be provided at the next CHAC meeting.

MassHealth Contract Procurement – Currently awaiting the revised proposal and an update will be provided at the next CHAC meeting.

CHAC staff -  Janine Bloom will be leaving HCFA as of the end of October.  Her support of CHAC is much appreciated, and she will be missed.  
Health Law Advocates Dental Lawsuit:  Hearing began on Monday, October 18th and a ruling was made that if the case’s ruling went in favor of the plaintiffs, all MassHealth recipients would benefit, not just those included in the complaint.  Daily hearing updates are available on www.hcfama.org.
III.  Emerging Children’s Health Access Issues:  

Again as part of CHAC’s process in determining its policy agenda, presenters were invited to this month’s forum to discuss emerging issues that CHAC could officially adopt.  The following reports their presentations by identified issues, areas for CHAC’s involvement and allies.  
Stacey Auger, Health Care For All’s Oral Health Advocacy Task Force:
Due to the proceedings of HLA’s dental lawsuit, Stacey was not able to attend, and in her place, Allison Staton presented.  
Areas of Concern:

· 70-80% of children receiving MassHealth are unable to see a dentist, and thus, receive no dental care.  Only 12% of Massachusetts dentists participate in MassHealth.

· Oral screening training should be included in medical school curriculum.
· Promote oral health screenings in elementary schools.

· Reinstate dental care for pregnant women through Healthy Start.
Areas for CHAC’s Involvement:

· Become a member of the Oral Health Advocacy Task Force.  More information about the Task Force can be found at www.hcfama.org/oralhealth.
· Adopt one of the Task Force’s policy priorities.

· Develop strategies for greater participation of dentists (in MassHealth?).

Allies:

Oral Health Advocacy Task Force

Julie Farber, Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (MSPCC):
Areas of Concern:
· Teenagers who “age out” of state custody (foster care and juvenile justice systems) lack consistent (or sometimes any) family connections, resources and supports.

· Youth who leave state custody without appropriate medical coverage are at risk for high medical bills if faced with an emergency, not receiving appropriate preventative medical treatment, and being uncovered for chronic conditions.
Areas for CHAC’s Involvement:

· Automatically extend MassHealth coverage through age 21.  Federal law allows this extension, and other states have enacted it.

· Automatically extend CMSP coverage through age 21.  
Allies:

MSPCC; HCFA’s ’06 Campaign; Children’s Caucus; Children’s League; Massachusetts Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics; foundations, universities

Dan Delaney, Health Care For All’s Minority Health Policy Initiative:
Areas of Concern:
· Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities impact children.  For example the infant mortality rate for black children is double that of white children, and the hospitalization rate in Boston for children under 5 is nearly 4xs the rate for blacks as for whites.  The uninsured rates of racial and ethnic minorities are also disproportionate to that of whites.

· A Special Commission to Eliminate Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities has been convened.  Membership is listed at www.hcfama.org.
· Increase community organizing efforts around health disparity issues.

· Initiate legislation to mandate and standardize the collection of data.

Areas for CHAC’s Involvement:

· Expand CHAC membership to include groups that represent racial and ethnic minorities.

· Host CHAC disparities forum.

· Promote Commission’s report findings and recommendations.

· Participate in Commission’s hearings and meet with Commission’s co-chairs.

· Promote school-based health care services.

Allies/champions:

Community Change, Critical Mass, School-based groups
-Stephen Shestakofsky also discussed the need to expand health disparities beyond children-focused groups and include groups such as Health NOW! and Tobacco-Free.
II.  Next Steps:

-Due to time constraints, the emerging issue of health literacy will be discussed at the November 2nd meeting.  

-Charts compiling the issues presented at policy forums will be made available by the November 2nd meeting.  
Upcoming CHAC Meetings
All meetings are on Tuesdays from 9:30-10:30 at 30 Winter Street, 9th Floor unless otherwise noted.
November 2nd

November 16th

November 30th

December 14th

December 28th
Meeting Participants and Affiliation: 

Janine Bloom, Health Care For All (HCFA)

Stacey Keane, Children’s Hospital Boston

Stacey Auger, HCFA

Brian Condron, Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
Lisa Mannix, Children’s Hospital Boston
Dayanne Leal, HCFA

Gerry Thomas, Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC)

Triniese Polk, BPHC
Stephen Shestakofsky, Massachusetts Medical Society
Mandi Janis, HCFA

Malinda Ellwood, HCFA

Jennifer Chow, HCFA
Emily Shumsky, MA Human Services Coalition (MHSC)
Pam Wool, MHSC
Elizabeth Zarrella, The Home for Little Wanderers (THLW)

Karla Romero, BPHC

Elliot Pitter, THLW

Alexy Arauz, Commonwealth Fund Minority Health Policy Fellowship

Abraham Nobel, California Endowment in Health Policy Fellowship

Maureen Jerz, Parent/Professional Advocacy League

Amy Weinstock, Shriver Center, LEND Fellow

Julie Farber, Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children

Dan Delaney, HCFA
